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‘Plaid Tidings’ Brings Holiday Cheer to
Skylight Opera Theatre TODAY IN MILWAUKEE

By Harry Cherkinian Alchemist Open Improv

m The cast members of “Whose Line Is It Anyway?” are
"LSam  still touring behind the basic premise of that

B rogram, speaking to the continued popularity of

Dl‘he harmonious foursome from Forever Plaid is back—from heaven, that is. And this time they’re
given a chance to return to Earth to do the TV Christmas special they always wanted to do (despite being

. . . improvisational comedy. Though the Alchemist
killed in a car wreck in the 1960s). Dec Thl(:atre doesn’t promis}é... &
Plaid Tidings is the Skylight Opera Theatre’s holiday offering, and it offers plenty to jingle those bells 01 Read More

and ring in the Christmas season. Getting past the silly premise, Plaid Tidings delights in the
multitalented acting, singing and dancing of the four actors that make up The Plaids: Joe Fransee
(Sparky), Paul Helm (Jinx), Marty McNamee (Frankie) and Scott Stratton (Smudge). Thanks to fellow
departed torch singer Rosemary Clooney’s literal “messages from above” (a very funny ongoing gag), the
boys soon discover their purpose back on Earth.

The four work well together under director and choreographer Bill Theisen’s slapstick comic timing, Tue Wed  Thu Fri Sat  Sun  Mon
especially with some very funny segments running through all the acts that have appeared on “The Ed

Sullivan Show”in rapid-fire succession. The quartet’s ultimate dream is to sing backup with their idol, the

silver-haired, silver-tongued Perry Como. And as the audience watches a vintage Como Christmas 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
special, the quartet does what it does best.

Nostalgia is a welcome respite during these uncertain times, and Plaid Tidings serves up a cup of holiday
cheer that reminisces as well as entertains.

Skylight Opera Theatre’s Plaid Tidings runs through Jan. 3, 2010.
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Also in Theater:
Boulevard Theatre’s Minimal ‘Marriage of Bette and Boo’
First Stage’s ‘Best Christmas Pageant Ever’
‘A Christmas Carol’ Shines at Pabst Theater
Milwaukee Rep Presents ‘Lady With All the Answers’
Milwaukee Rep’s Laura Gordon Channels Ann Landers
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Milwaukee Rep’s ‘Holmes and Watson'’: Quite Right Post a Blog About Your Event >

Anthony Rapp’s Echoes of His Younger Self

Laughing at the Ledge: Next Act’s ‘7 Stories’ Says You

Actors Shine in Milwaukee Chamber Theatre’s ‘Moon Over the Brewery’

Next Act’s ‘7 Stories’ Explores the Gravity of Comedy MightyJAK: Wow, this is the first time "Taking Liberties" made me ...

max: | hate hunting, | hate guns but | still think ...

Anita Burgermeister: A really great recording! Tight ensemble
work and delicious tunes ...

Adam: Joel, your opinion on whether or not 10 year-olds should ...

Kevin: Ben, are you not aware that CCW holders are some ...

*Chris: Right on, Kevin...we need some "Civilian Sheepdogs" out there,
brother. http://www.killology.com/sheep_dog.htm

Scott Sloan: Thanks for the wonderful article on Brian. He was a ...

Matt: What a load of crap! Walker inherited a bloated ...

Karen Schrenk: "l have a fragment of Jonathan Larson music
running ...

Lisa Barrieau: Mary Belle is amazing, and the amount of love and ...

mike hoffmann: Thx Evan, everyone should have known him. |
know there ...
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